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It has certainly been a hot summer with almost 100% 100 degree rain-deprived days. We thought it would be nice

to get our readers to at least begin to consider cooler weather as fall approaches. The fashion focus is definitely on

what will be comfortable as the temperature cools.

This month, we interview two local designers. Myan Duong of The Dirty Third Jewelry and Tanaz Choudhury of Maby

USA discuss their jewelry and rhinestone adorned jeans, respectively.

We go to Rome, which is almost by definition the seat of haute couture. Of course, all the biggest fashion names are

represented there, but Matt chooses to focus on where to get the best gelato and view the grandest fountains. If you

want to see a work by Michelangelo that is not besieged by throngs of tourists, he tells you where you can accomplish

that, as well. If Rome is a bit too touristy for you, we’ve also taken a trip to beautiful and serene Thailand, to visit the

luxurious Rayavadee resort and spa.

And of course we fill our pages with fashion, fashion, fashion. Check out the hottest fall makeup products from your

neighborhood Sephora, all the purses you could ever want to have on your arm for this season, and our special Mod

for Fall Essentials collection. We just know that you’ll find something special in this month’s issue.

They say that if you are hot, think about cool things and the mind over body effect will begin to make you feel cool.

We tried to help you along that path. (If the heat continues longer than anticipated, at least we can still count on our

AC, just in case).

V. Hoang

Photo by Collin Kelly
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The color yellow has played a recurrent symbolic role throughout
the history of Asian culture. It symbolizes the earth that sustains
all life, yet has been embraced by Buddhist monks as an expression
of unchallenged power. Such is the role of yellow: always revered
but in different ways under different circumstances.

The mission of Yellow Magazine is to introduce our readers to the
artistic , fashion, lifestyle and entertainment contributions made
by Asian Americans. It is our hope that the depth and breadth of
the topics and events we cover do justice to the pride that the color
yellow has represented throughout the millennia. As the editor in
chief of Yellow Magazine, my last name is Hoang, which also means
yellow. Just as I am proud of my name, I am proud of my heritage,
and proud of Yellow Magazine.

Editor in Chief

V. Van Hoang, President of MV Media

Publisher

MV Media
Publisher/Managing Director

Frank Perez

On the cover

Velvet Sport Jacket by SAND Black
Label $798
Pants by Ermenegildo Zegna $425
Shirt by SAND $185
All available at M Penner
18kt rose gold ultra thin watch by
Vacheron Constantin $34,700
Available at Zadok Jewelers

Location

Hotel Sorella at CityCentre
hotelsorella-citycentre.com
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Almost every emperor who ever ruled Rome built a palace or expanded
upon one that  was already there. Augustus, the first Roman emperor built
his palace on Palantine Hill, as did many others, so you don’t want to stay
in a hotel that is too far away from this area of the city. The emperor Nero
later burned down much of Rome so he could expand his already enormous
palace and gardens known as “the Golden House.” You’ll need similarly royal
accommodations to get in the spirit of things.

If you want to live like an emperor, I suggest you book a room in the
exclusive Artemide Hotel (hotelartemide.it), filled with art nouveau décor
and located close to all the sights you intend to visit during your days in
Rome. Of course, drinks in the minibar are complimentary, as is the huge
gourmet breakfast buffet that will energize you each morning. Can you
imagine an emperor having to pay for such things? In the evening, relax and
unwind with a drink underneath the enormous glass dome of the palatial
lobby and see if it reminds you a little of the ceiling in the Pantheon, the
ancient monolith you undoubtedly visited during your busy day. The emperor
Hadrian had it built 2,000 years ago, but I’m guessing he couldn’t have
known that it would still be standing today or that it would be surrounded
by several excellent gelato shops. Considered to be the best gelato shop in
the city, Giolitti is just a few blocks north on Via degli Uffici Del Vicario.

Although you will want to visit the Pantheon as early as possible before
the hordes of tourists arrive, return later in the evening to enjoy the ambience
and dinner at one of the better restaurants in the city. Walk past the crowded
eateries overlooking the Piazza della Rotunda in front of the Pantheon and
get a table at one of the best seafood restaurants you’ll ever find, La Rosetta,
just a few yards away on Via della Rotunda.

One of easiest and best ways to visit as many neighborhoods as possible
is to venture out on your own in search of the major fountains throughout
the city. From there, wander through the surrounding neighborhoods and
duck into interesting shops and cafes as the mood strikes you. It’s not difficult
to find the fountains as they are quite well-known and the locals will be
delighted to guide you if you get off track. You don’t even need to speak
Italian. Just mention the name of the fountain or the piazza in which it is
located and look confused. You might even make a new friend. Although the
fountains you marvel at today were built well after the period of the great
emperors, you can thank several of them for making sure Rome had an
adequate supply of water via a system of aqueducts that is still in use today.

The most famous fountain in Rome, if not the world, is the Trevi
Fountain. Endless rivers of sparkling water flow out from marble statues of
winged horses and Oceanus, the god of water, into a large reflecting pool.
If you want to take better photographs, visit early in the morning. If you
want a more romantic ambience, visit very late at night.

Other fountains that will enthrall you and give you a central base from
which to wander include the Four Rivers Fountain in Piazza Navona, the
Fontana del Tritone in Piazza Barberini, the Fontana della Barcaccia (just below
the Spanish Steps), and the three fountains in the Piazza del Popelo. I not only
love these fountains and the great public squares they occupy, but also the
surrounding alleys and narrow streets that lead away from the souvenir stands
and into the neighborhoods where the real life of Rome takes place.

The Fontana delle Naiadi, or the Fountain of the Nymphs, is perhaps
the most sensual fountain. It decorates the Piazza della Repubblica and
features a central pool on which Glaucus, a water god, is perched and
surrounded by four nymphs that represent the four types of water: rivers,
oceans, lakes, and underground waters. Don’t just snap a photo and run to
the next sight. Approach each fountain as if it is a work of art. Linger, gaze,
and contemplate. Let the sculptures and the rushing water inspire you. And
as you fill your water bottle at any of the fountains, you may want to know
that Rome’s first emperor, Augustus, had the city’s four original aqueducts
repaired and renewed 2,000 years ago after being damaged by slave riots,
wars, and years of neglect. Had those repairs not been done, you might be
filling your bottles with the polluted water of the nearby Tiber River.

Rome is also a fun city for shopping. The Via dei Condotti, near the
Spanish Steps, is one of the richest streets in Italy and one of the best for
shopping. It is home to Italy’s top designer stores, including Armani, Prada,
Versace, Dolce and Gabbana, and Gucci. Rejoice that the shops changed
their policy of charging customers for simply walking in and, today, everyone
is welcome without any obligation to buy. It’s also entertaining in the evenings
to watch as the city’s main street, traffic-filled Via del Corso, transforms into
a bustling pedestrian promenade between Piazza del Popolo and Piazza
Venezia. You can fearlessly walk down the middle of the same street where
you were nearly run over a few short hours earlier. I can imagine that if
emperor Elagabalus was alive today he could be found here buying a few
hundred outfits and dozens of pairs of shoes. He loved clothes and was fond
of appearing in public wearing women’s clothing, jewelry, and make-up.

Strolling up and down the action-filled Via del Corso in your best clothes
is popular with locals and tourists alike, but I prefer to park myself at a café
and enjoy a glass of wine. Wine making has been a part of life in this area
since long before the city of Rome was established. Although the Roman
Empire can be credited with spreading its wine making know-how to France,
Germany, and Spain, the juice of the grape has been making people happy
here as far back as 800 BC during the time of the Greeks and Etruscans.  After
several thousand years of practice, I think they have it down pretty well.

No trip to Rome is complete without visiting the Vatican Museum and
St. Peter’s Basilica, the richest and most impressive church on earth. Make
sure you are not dressed too sexy, as you will not be permitted to enter in
mini-skirts, shorts, or sleeveless shirts. The atrium itself is larger than most
churches, and the genius of Michelangelo’s design makes a great setting for
Bernini’s giant 70 foot-tall bronze canopy that stands over St. Peter’s tomb.
Every corner has something to see – an astounding larger than life sculpture,
a dazzling architectural feature, or an enormous column. And it goes on, and
on, and on. The sheer size of it all is astonishing. Most of the emperors either
had nothing to do with Christianity or they took pleasure in persecuting
Christians. It was the first Christian emperor, Constantine, who is responsible
for the spectacle of St. Peter’s Basilica. He ordered its construction on the
historical site of the Circus of Nero. After his rule, Christianity grew and
eventually became the dominant religion in the empire.

As you roam the city and discover the smaller churches, you may be
fascinated by them as well. A bonus is that, typically, you will not have to
share them with hundreds of other visitors. One of the best is San Pietro
in Vincoli, also known as St. Peter in Chains. It holds the chains thought to
have been worn by St. Peter as well as a magnificent statue of Moses by
Michelangelo. When I visited in the middle of the day, there were only three
other people inside.

There are several others worth seeing even if you are not the churchgoing
type. The beautiful Baroque style Holy Cross in Jerusalem Church, is one
of Rome’s popular pilgrimage churches and which is known for its collection
of relics. There’s also a replica of the Shroud of Turin, the shrine of a young
girl being considered for sainthood, and 15th century frescoes in the apse.

Santa Maria Maggiore is a pretty church with beautiful 5th century Biblical
mosaics. It displays a large medieval marble floor, bell tower, and detailed
mosaics on the triumphal arch and in the loggia. The soaring ceiling is said
to be decorated with gold that Columbus brought back from the new world.

The Church of Saint John is Rome’s cathedral and the first church of
the popes. The pope’s residence was in the adjoining Lateran Palace. This
location is the site of the first Christian church ever built in Rome. The
current church is in the Baroque style and has a museum. None of these
smaller churches can compare to the art and architecture of the St. Peter’s,
but they are filled with history and unique works of art all their own.

No matter how you spend your time in Rome, think back, if only for
a moment, how the influence and impact of people thousands of years ago
can still be felt in the present. Some of the emperors were tyrants. Some
were heroes. All of them contributed to the Rome you experience, today.

Roam in the Path
     of Emperors

When In Rome

T R A V E L

Rome is full of tourists. They shuffle from one interesting sight to another in tour buses

and trail after tour guides before being unleashed upon mediocre restaurants which

pretend to offer authentic Italian cuisine. If you follow them, you will see the major

sights and return home safely with a camera full of photos crowded with strangers, but

you will not experience Rome. If you really want to know what this incredible city has

to offer, take a few lessons from Rome’s former emperors.

by M ATT SIMS

Hotel Artemide
Via Nazionale, 22
00184 Roma Italia
39 06 48 99 11
hotelartemide.it

For the best wine in Rome, try one of these wine bars:

Palatium on the Via Frattina near the Spanish Steps. They specialize
in local Lazio Region wines.

Riccioli Café just off the Piazza delle Coppelle.  It is run by the chef
at La Rosetta with more than 300 wines from which to choose.

Roscioli on Via dei Giubbonari near Campo dei Fiori.  It is always
crowded and offers plenty of delicious food, too.
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A Style Staple for
   Every Woman

MABY Jeans

F A S H I O N

Tanaz Choudhury is a research chemist by training. She was also a finalist at the Ms. India

- Ms. Universe pageant in 1993. Within this context, it is not surprising that she is the

founder of her own clothing design house, MABY. Her signature jeans draw upon classic

and contemporary influences. The denim fabric imparts a traditional appearance but is

made of material that stretches multi-directionally, providing for a comfortable skin-

tight fit; each piece is adorned with a generous number of hand sewn and hand knotted

beads that glisten with timeless elegance. The fusion of classic design and the comfortable

look and feel of denim matches Choudury’s vision of today’s women who must balance

softness and strength to meet the challenges that arise in their daily lives.

by VI ET HOANG

Designer Tanaz Choudhury

You can stay tuned for
more updates and info
by visiting MABY at
www.facebook.com/mabyusa
or at mabyusa.com

Tell us a little bit about yourself.

Me—I am just a girl, who wants to do more‚ love more, learn more, live
more‚ and, of course, laugh more. I am inspired by successful stories,
encouraged by extraordinary feats of ordinary people and am fueled by
success through strife. I am professionally a co-owner of a couple of technology
companies with my husband, Chesley Choudhury. By qualifications, I am
a research chemist speak 7 languages (that’s just because I like to talk), and
was a finalist at the Ms. India/Ms Universe Pageant (in my other life) LOL!

When I think of my life and my objectives today, I feel like I’m every
woman. I am a wife, mother, daughter, sister, friend‚ and an entrepreneur
in the making. I am a product of my belief‚ both in myself and others.

When was MABY founded?

MABY was conceived in March 2009‚ as an ode to my grandmother
“Coomi Mamma” and the concept turned into inception and then production
in the same year.

How did you get started in this industry?

Our first public showing for MABY was in January 2010. I guess this
is when I started on this side of the fashion business. My affair with fashion
has certainly been a long-standing one—over the last 3 decades.

What inspired you to create MABY?

Hmmm ! This is a happy and a sad topic for me. Creation of MABY
was in memory of my grandmother, who has always been my “rock”. She
was the person I could always go to, no matter what! MABY was actually
something that she aspired for me to have. She always wanted me to do
something within the fashion industry.

Tell us how you came up with the name MABY?

This may be really funny, but I actually came up with the MABY—pun
intended—with the thought that my concept and fashion creations are so
unique that there are bound to be some people who absolutely love what
I do and others who may not be ready for it yet. Hence the thought for the
name was: “MABY you’ll LOVE it...MABY you won’t.”

MABY specializes in denim wear, especially jeans. Tell us how you keep
something like that fresh from season to season?

I like to think that MABY specializes in timeless pieces‚ and jeans are
just the beginning. We believe that classics are always fresh and that real style
never goes out of season. I believe that innovation of the classic styles and
shapes is and will be the key to our collections.

Do you follow trends? What do you think will be the next trend?

I fancy trends, but don’t necessarily follow them. Fashion is on a fast
track and will offer futuristic innovations. The pieces that I feel will always
serve as key elements for a great wardrobe are a great summer dress in a
color you love, black trousers, a classic white shirt, and, of course, a pair of
great fitting jeans! Jeans are a timeless and seasonless wardrobe staple that
is humble and indispensable at the same time.

What makes MABY special from other denim brands?

Fit! Fit! Fit! Like the salespeople say‚ “If you try it on, you will buy it!”
MABY jeans have a special blend of denim allowing a multiway stretch fit
that actually envelopes the body of the woman wearing it. This almost
painted-on yet comfortable fit that still allows a woman to move is definitely
our signature. Besides the fit, what you buy when you purchase a pair of
MABY jeans is a piece of art. The designs are hand-drawn and each of the
glass beads are hand-sewn and hand-knotted by artisans who have practiced
this dying trade for generations. In this world of instant gratification and
instant fashion, I wanted to promote the luxury of leisure and style that is
unique and feels custom made and special.

What inspires you to design?

My inspirations are mostly derived from nature. Nature can nurture us,
inspire us and heal us. I am also inspired by confident women who are
unique and who help me visualize the special designs I create.

When designing, do you have a certain woman in mind?

Yes! When I design, I often create for the confident woman who is a
contradiction—a woman who is strong yet gentle, confident but cautious,
and current yet elegantly stylish. My woman wears an ensemble “tight
enough to show she’s a woman and loose enough to show she’s a lady”, as
legendary costume designer Edith Head once said.

That woman, is not one person. My MABY woman is someone who
has class and confidence all at once.

Where can we find MABY jeans?

MABY Jeans are currently carried at Tootsies – River Oaks, and can be
seen by calling for a private appointment through MABYUSA direct at
832.788.0630 or online at mabyusa.com.

Who is your favorite designer and why?

Choosing a favorite designer is hard for me.I love Karl Lagerfeld for
Chanel and his elegance, as much as I love the late Alexander McQueen for
his over-the-top magnificently theatrical creations. I love the house of Lanvin
and Marchesa for their evening looks as much as I love Ralph Lauren for
his wearability and Chloe for it’s simplicity. I love couture‚ and I respect the
designers for their vision and their ability to produce variations of their
couture concepts for the mass market.

What are three items you must have for the fall and why?

For this fall, I see an infusion of color with the fall spectrum. I am loving
auburn with olives and reds with nudes and browns to continue the trend
of color blocking. I think we will also see an infusion of softer colors being
paired with classics like brown tweeds and navy coats.

My top three picks for fall would be a well-fitting pair of wide leg
trousers, a great trench and of course some well-heeled boots! I recommend
choosing colors that are inspired by nature, the changing colors of fall.

What is the future for Maby?

My wish for MABY is to be appreciated for the quality and not the
quantity of products developed. MABY is a company that is shaped by the
consumer that indulges in our products. Our future is exciting, with a plan
for more unique womenswear, kid’s closet and some awesome new accessories.
We are also discovering the need for innovative yet utilitarian menswear.

      Jeans are a timeless and
seasonless wardrobe staple that
     is humble and indispensable
             at the same time.
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A Little Rough
   Around the Edges

Dirty Third

F A S H I O N

by VI ET HOANG

Jewelry designer
Myan Duong
For more information
about Dirty Third,
visit thedirtythird.us

When was Dirty Third founded?

We founded the Dirty Third almost exactly a year ago, while my partner Yvette
and I were working at Barney’s Co-Op. We were fed up with working in retail
and being too broke for all the wonderful jewelry taunting us in the display
cases. So one day we started hatching a plan. Over the course of a week we
had a bunch of jewelry made and a business set up.

Is there a meaning behind the name Dirty Third?

We get this question a lot. In short, it’s pretty much street slang for
Houston. (If anyone is a fan of Big Moe [RIP], they’ll recognize it from his
song Bang Screw). Classy, right? We’re the third coast and the dirty south.
It was our way of paying homage to the city we love and grew up in.  Just
make sure you don’t get us confused with the rap group The Dirty Third.

What type of jewelry do you design?

Depending on the person, we design what some would say are statement
pieces and others might incorporate in their everyday wear. We try to
make a little of something for everyone—from super simple to visually
complicated. All of which speaks the same visual language through material
and finishes. We like variety. I like to call it “creatively schizophrenic.”

How would you describe your style and what inspires it?

We’re definitely drawn to darker things. Someone once described it as
earthy but edgy, which I think is appropriate. We never choose anything
too polished or refined. It’s preferable that it looks like it was just excavated
from the earth. It’s nice to have two heads and two locales because our
inspirations are so different and yield interesting results. I live here in
Houston and Yvette lives in Brooklyn, so while I’m staring at daisy dukes
and tank tops, she’s watching a sea of designer knock-offs walk around.
We share our Southern and East Coast brain waves with each other. Both
cities require wardrobes that are somewhat easy to deal with, so that kind
of everyday life attitude drives the line. Nothing too difficult to wear or
put together with things. Whether you’re boho or a totally city-sleek type,
we want the Dirty Third to be something you can throw on and feel good

about. I’m personally inspired by graphic and industrial design because
that’s my day job. It all overlaps at some point.

Walk us through the process you go through to create your jewelry.

A lot of the work is material driven for me. I’ll sit down, stare at my tubs
of jewelry pieces, take a swig of sangria, and let it talk to me. Sometimes
I’ll sketch things out and then try to assemble what I drew, but quickly
realize that something won’t work because of gravity or the connections,
and then I’ll have to change it. It’s evolutionary. Rarely do I come up with
an idea beforehand and it comes out exactly the way I envisioned. I prefer
it that way, though. The surprises are always better than what I come up
with in my head.

Do you do custom work?

Yes. We started D3 with intentions of only making one of a kind pieces,
mainly because we were using harder-to-find material; vintage or
otherwise. But now that we’re talking to boutiques we realize that some

styles are going to need to come in multiples to meet their needs. We
definitely still take requests for individual unique pieces, though. Holla!

What are the typical material or stones that you use?

Typically, we enjoy things that look a little aged and rough around the
edges mixed with some more refined things. Brass, gunmetal and aged
gold chains are generally used with stones like raw black or green
tourmaline, small quartz crystals, meteorite, and raw pyrite. There are lots
of really great geometric brass pendants and graphic metal elements
incorporated. We mix new things in every collection, but the foundation
is fairly similar to keep cohesion. I’m pretty obsessed with the brass
pendants and bars we’ve been using. The idea of creating something
graphic, whether patterns or shapes on the body, as opposed to just
something hanging on your neck or wrist is really exciting for me.

When you are creating one of your pieces do you have a certain person
in mind?

To be quite honest, I’m mostly thinking about myself. It’s hard to be a
designer and not think about yourself and what you like or want. The
funny thing is, in design school they teach you very intently not to design
for yourself. Your work as an industrial designer is solely to create for other
people, but with jewelry, I find that if you yourself love what you’re making,
it’s much easier to sell it to others. In your face, design school!

Who are your customers?

I used to think it was girls like me. Women in their 20-30’s, fashion savvy,
budget conscious, and longing for some edge or interesting things to add
to their wardrobe. After we participated in Design Fair at Lawndale Art Center
this year, I quickly realized that D3 is something that speaks to all kinds of
women. I was so beyond elated when these chic, sassy 50 year old women
would come to me and tell me how much they love our work, and not only
tell us, but buy tons of it. It was so amazing. I will never forget it. Now I say,
the Dirty Third customer is for anyone (men included) who enjoys unusual
jewelry that will add a slight edge or interest to what they already have.

What was your first piece that you designed? Where is it today?

My first piece was a black rubber dipped rope knot, unintentionally
reminiscent of a pretzel. It’s a lot cuter than it sounds. I learned to tie
some really intricate knots with rope and I was experimenting with
unconventional processes to make jewelry, so I was dipping everything in
black rubber. It was a messy process, but so much fun. I didn’t realize
anyone would like it or even take notice, until I wore it. It was a very good
feeling. I still have that piece. It hangs proudly with all my other personal
jewelry. My little trophy of validation.

Of all the pieces that you created, which one is your favorite and why?

This is a hard question because it changes with every collection. There’s
always one or two that I’m obsessed with, but then it’ll change as we
make new things. My favorites have to be the ones that a customer tells
me they cannot stop wearing. That is always a great feeling.

What is in the future for The Dirty Third?

World domination. Haha. Just kidding… kind of. We’re honestly just working
at getting the Dirty Third into well-curated stores everywhere. We also
have a lot of collaborations we’d love to see come true and collaborations
we’ve got going now that are awesome. It’s amazing how many talented
people are here, but nobody sees it. I hope D3 is able to encourage people
wherever they are, but mostly in Houston to do what they always wanted
to do. Location should never keep you from succeeding.

Where can one find The Dirty Third Jewelry?

Currently, we are preparing ourselves for a few boutiques in Houston,
Austin and Brooklyn. Right now you can invariably find us online.

 Rarely do I come up with an idea
    beforehand and it comes out
   exactly the way I envisioned.

When Myan Duong and her friend, Yvette, worked at Barney’s, they got right down

depressed that they could not afford the beautiful designer jewelry that was in the

display cases. It seemed logical that the only thing to do was to form a company to

design their own pieces. Yvette lives in Brooklyn and Myan lives in Houston. They

believe that the geographical influences between the two regions gives rise to a

creative dynamic that is reflected in their creations. We interviewed Myan about her

inspirations and aspirations.





Photographer Collin Kelly
Fashion Stylist Todd Ramos
Hair/Makeup Bianca Linette
Photographer’s Assistant Robbe Kelly
Location Hotel Sorella at CityCentre
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Suit by Tom Ford $3995
Shirt by Robert Graham $168
Pocket square by Giorgio Armani $85
All available at Neiman Marcus

The Feeling is Contagious

Chin Han
with VI ET HOANG
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I’m always looking for something
that not only tells a good story but
that informs and provokes as well.

Chin Han stars in the
new Warner Bros. movie
Contagion, opening
nationwide on
September 9.

Chin Han is considered to be one of Asia’s 25 Greatest Actors of All Time by CNNGo (a division of CNN). He has been involved in the

entertainment industry for more than 20 years, including performances in theater, television, and film. After starring in Batman The

Dark Knight, Chin’s career has continued on an accelerated non-stop path. He stars in the new Steven Soderbergh film, Contagion, as

well as Gus Van Sant’s film, Restless. I had the pleasure of visiting with the actor who flew in to Houston for our interview and fashion

shoot. Notwithstanding his considerable success in Hollywood, he remains a very humble and grateful actor who attributes a portion

of his good fortune to luck.

How do you like Houston? Have you been here before?

I love Houston! It’s my first time here and everything is very easy,
laidback, and the people are so friendly.

I have to admit that I had not heard of you before, but when I
mentioned that we were doing an interview and a fashion shoot
with you, everyone said: “Wow! I love him.. he is so cool..”  So you
definitely have a lot of fans here. How does it feel to be selected
as one of the Top 25 Asian Actors of All Time by CNNGO?

It’s very flattering obviously, but lists are a very interesting thing
because you never know why someone is left out or included. I am
just happy to be in the company of the other actors that are on
the list. Now, if I can get on the Top 25 Sexiest  Asian Actors of All
Time, that would make me really happy! I am just kidding, of course.
It’s very gratifying.

You practically grew up on stage. Were your parents in the
entertainment industry?

No. my parents are teachers, but my mother is a very literal woman:
she always joke about how she saw a lot of movies when she was
pregnant with me so that is why I am in the movie industry now.

Not only are you a great actor, you’re a pianist, a director, and a
producer—so you did it all. What do you think you would be if you
were not in the entertainment business?

I think I would be a chef maybe, because I am just so interested in
creating things and if I was not creating  movies I would be happy
creating a new dish or food or something.

Ok, I have to ask you this question from one of my readers: “Is it
ever too late to get into acting?” I think you may have inspired
many Asian Americans to start acting careers.

I don’t think it is ever too late  if you have a passion and an
opportunity arises. I think you can get in the industry at any age.
Case in point would be Morgan Freeman—he did his best when
he was in his 50’s. You think about the Shawshank Redemption,
Seven, all that stuff came out when he was older. So I don’t think
there is an age limit to join the industry.

What made you move to Los Angeles from Singapore?

In a very  short answer it was Chris Nolan. At that point in my
career I was directing and producing a lot. When The Dark Knight
came along, it was a surprise for me, as well as being a project that
I wanted to do and a director I wanted to work with. So, when he
cast me and I had not acted in a while, I have to say, it was a brave
thing for him to do. He had the courage of his conviction and I have
to thank him for it. When he said “yes”, I was on that plane to
London and we were shooting in the summer 2007.

How did you start your career in Hollywood?

Hollywood is very interesting. I came out here in 1996 after I had
done my TV show in Singapore. I wanted to see what there was
out here. Now, I think the time has changed—there is a lot more
interest in Asia and there is a wider variety of roles. There’s definitely
growth in the industry in respect to  Asian actors, directors, and
writers. I was in LA for two years and enjoyed my time there, but
I thought it was time to return to Singapore and continue producing
and directing there. When the opportunity came for The Dark
Knight, I returned and one thing led to another, with roles in 2012,
Restless, and Contagion, which will be coming out this month.

If you ask how it happened, I could not tell you—but I am definitely
very grateful.

Were there any obstacles that you had to overcome?

It’s always challenging when you are away from home. I am very
close to my family. I have a sister who has several beautiful children
from age 1 to 10, and when I am away so long and return, their
clothing sizes have changed 2 or 3 times! They would be hardly
recognizable. I try to stay in touch with them by writing and calling,
but it is still very difficult. Hollywood has been extremely welcoming
and embracing. I’ve made some very good friends on the movies
that I have done and obviously I am having a blast.

What type of movies attract you—what do you look for in a role?

I like a good story. I’m always looking for something that not only
tells a good story but that informs and provokes, as well. I like to
be provoked—I like to question, or ask to see the role in a different
light. That’s what attracts me. I also like the kind of movie that
makes you feel less alone after having seen it, that helps you realize
there are other people out in the world who are going through the
same  thing that you are and have to make the same kind of
decisions you have to make. The roles that I choose depend on how
I feel. For example, when I was feeling an interest in environmental
issues, 2012 came along, a movie about the world blowing up.
When Roland Emmerich was going to do the movie and I read the
script, it was exactly the kind of movie I want to do. After Dark
Knight and 2012, I was exploring certain aspects of myself and
relationships,  and Gus Van Sant’s Restless came along, a love story
which was perfect for me at that time.

When you decided to focus more on a career in America, it seems
as if you immediately landed some very big movies. Were you
selective about the roles you chose and maybe turned down less
visible productions, or did luck, talent and a good agent move you
into the “big-time” quickly?

I think it’s a combination of everything. I would not not choose a
movie because of less visibility—if the script is great I would do a



12 | S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 1 Yellow Magazine

Sweater by Vince $325
Jeans by Fidelity Denim $175
All available at Neiman Marcus
Watch by Bell and Ross BR01 Red
Radar Limited Edition $5900
Available at Zadok Jewelers
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When I compete for a role, I just
do my best and the rest is up to
the film gods.

$2 million movie as quickly as I would do a$200 million movie.
I don’t think that’s an issue but I am very clear about the people
I like to work with and the working environment I want to be
in, because when you do a movie, the number of hours you
spend on set is very long. You’re  waiting around  a lot in your
trailer and you could spend months doing it. I spent the better
part of the year on The Dark Knight and 2012. So, you want to
not only be with talented people, obviously, but also nice
people. And I think luck clearly plays a part, as well, because
it just happened that they were making movies at the same
time I was in Hollywood with my career getting more attention,
I probably was able to get roles I might not have gotten the
first time I was in LA.

Do you find yourself competing against the same group of
Asian actors when up for a role? How difficult is it in Hollywood
to be considered just “an actor” instead of “an Asian actor”?

I don’t think about it too much because in terms of acting and
actors, it’s hard anywhere in the world. You can go to Asia or
Europe and the life of an actor is always tough. There are always
more actors than there are roles. Generally, I don’t try to find
out who else is reading or auditioning for a part. Sometimes
the final decision is very random, maybe depending on which
market the producers want access, or how the actor fits in
with the rest of the cast. Sometimes it boils down to something
as simple—and unchangeable—as an actor’s height. There
are so many factors that you can’t start thinking about who
gets what in those terms and I don’t take anything personally
when I go to an audition. When I compete for a role, I just do
my best and the rest is up to the film gods.

How is Hollywood different from working in Singapore?

Well, the budgets are definitely different. Dark Knight and 2012
were both $180 or $200 million movies. There are few other
countries or industries that can support filmmaking at that
level. Because of the money involved, in Hollywood you probably
get the highest level of expertise on a very large-scale movie
production, which is a boy’s dream come true. For example,
when I was doing 2012, there were days that we had a set
with 700 or more extras, all on a gigantic set. That’s what
Hollywood does and does very well.

Obviously, Hollywood has a long history of making movies, while
Singapore is very young in terms of filmmaking. There’s a
difference in the infrastructure, too, but the government has
been very supportive in working on that. Because the industry
in Singapore is still so young, it is very exciting because there
are fewer rules and less structure in place, which means there’s
lots of room to play.

How did you originally land the part as Lau in The Dark Knight?

I was in Singapore at that time visiting my family, and I received
a phone call at 8 o’clock Thursday morning from my manager.
He wanted to know if I could come in for a meeting on Saturday.
I asked him if they could see me some other time because I
was in Singapore. I should have known better, because when
you are on a big movie their schedule is very tight. When they
have to see you—they really have to see you. They said no,
either I came when they asked or I wouldn’t be able to meet
with them. I had to get on a plane within 6 hours to be able
to make the meeting.

My family was very supportive, packed my bags and put me
on the plane! I was in the office of the casting director on
Saturday morning after flying for 20 hours, and feeling very
jet lagged. Within a few weeks Warner Bros and director Chris
Nolan wanted to see more footage of me. Six weeks later, I
was cast in the movie.

So, you had to read for the part?

I had to because at that point in time I was producing and
directing and not acting so much. There wasn’t a lot of material
outside of Singapore  for them to see.

What was it like, working with Christian Bale and the late
Heath Ledger?

The experience was amazing. They were both very different
kinds of actors, but at the same time they were similar in their
intensity, commitment, and focus. Working with them was a
great joy, but also terrifying, because I didn’t want to be the
actor to drop the ball in a scene. I didn’t want to miss or forget
my lines because they were definitely not going to miss theirs!
It was very intense. But at the end of the day, we knew that
we were all working toward the same goal of making the best
work we could make. I loved working with Christian and I miss
Heath, even though the time we spent was very short. It’s a
shame that we are not able to see more of his work.

Tell us about your role as Sun Feng in Contagion, your new
film with director Steven Soderbergh.

Sun Feng is a government official and he is the counterpart to
the character played by Marion Cotillard. We are from the
World Health Organization and are trying to get to the root of
a very destructive virus. Of course, as the movie progresses
you see that my character is more complicated than he
originally appears. I think there will be some surprising
elements for the audience.
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Shirt by Regal Underground $225,
available at Neiman Marcus
Jeans by Zegna $250, available at M. Penner
Montblanc sterling silver and grey leather,
woven magnetic clasp bracelet $550
Montblanc sterling silver woven PVD
bracelet with magnetic clasp $605
Montblanc woven brown leather and
sterling silver with PVD bracelet $415
All bracelets available at Zadok Jewelers
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I had never really worried about
germs before, but after doing the
film I definitely  started looking at
things a little differently.

Do you see yourself in Sun Feng?

I do in the sense that he is committed to his work. He is a
doctor first and foremost. It’s his responsibility to save lives,
and he is very loyal.

What got you interested in this role?

I had wanted to work with Steven Soderbergh for a long time,
so when I got the opportunity to work with him and Scott C.
Burns, who is such a great writer, I couldn’t say no. Steven is
such a creative, collaborative, and open director. It’s such a joy
to work with him because you are always getting more than
just some of the elements. He is also responsible for the
cinematography and highly involved in every aspect of making
the movie. With him, you feel very safe and he makes it easy
for you to do your best. So I was immediately drawn to the
role because those two talents were involved.

Are you a germaphobe now? What new habits have you picked
up after starring in Contagion?

I had never really worried about germs before, but after doing
Contagion I definitely  started looking at things a little differently,
such as ATM machines and money. Just think about it: you go
to store and pay $10 and receive your change—you don’t know
where the money came from or how many hands it touched.
Over the last few years I have been shooting movies all over the
world and have been living out of hotels. After shooting  the
movie, I get a little antsy about hotel carpets. I try to touch my
face a lot less. I touch my face all the time, rubbing my temples
and stroking my chin, so I try not to do that as often.

We’ve heard about the potential weaponization of biological
agents and just recently warnings of antibiotic-resistant
superbugs. If there was a pandemic like in the movie, would
you be prepared?

I think I still have my H1N1 mask from a few years ago! I have
my Purel as well, so I think I am somewhat prepared. But still,
if something like that would happen, I think I would rent a
car and drive up to Alaska just to be safe. I think  we can all
afford to be more thoughtful of what we are doing to the
earth because although some of the viruses are mutating
based on evolutionary forces, most of the time it’s due to our
negligence of the environment. I think that is something we
can be mindful of.

In Contagion you acted with many A-list movie stars. Who
stands out the most and why?

I worked with Marion Cotillard the most. I think she is brilliant
and amazing. She can play such wide and diverse roles, and
can express so much with so little. She stands out, probably
because we spent so much together. The other actors have
done amazing jobs, as well. Matt Damon, Kate Winslet,
Laurence Fishburne, and Jude Law are fearless. These are actors
with no vanity whatsoever, and that is obviously very good for
a film like this. We are dealing with the ugly side of illness and
the ugly side of human nature.

Tell us about your role in the new Gus Van Sant film Restless.

I play Dr. Lee who is treating Mia Wasikowska’s terminally ill
character. He develops a paternal kind of relationship to the
young lovers, between Mia’s and Henry Hopper’s characters.

What’s next after these two big movies?

I am actually working on a script right now. I want to try my
hand at writing and see where that goes. Maybe it could be a
movie that I can direct as well. It’s a love story set in the afterlife.

Are you still doing films or TV work in Singapore?

I haven’t had time! I have been traveling or on location, so I
have not done it for a while. Every time I return to Singapore
I try to catch up on the new movies, just to be in the know.
Maybe one day when the time and the script are right I would
love to go back and do movies there.

Can you walk down the street in Singapore undisturbed?

I can safely say that I can only because the Singapore people
are so polite. You can see from the corner of your eye that while
they may appreciate your work and recognize you, more often
than not they gave you your space.

You’ve worked with some of the best directors in the industry
so far: Christopher Nolan (The Dark Knight), Gus Van Sant
(Restless), and Steven Soderbergh (Contagion). Which other
directors would you like to work with in the future and why?

I would love to work with the greats: Steven Spielberg, Ridley
Scott, James Cameron. For the younger directors, David Fincher
and Darren Aronofsky. These are all very interesting film makers
and they make very different kinds of movies, but at the end
of the day, they are just great story tellers. I think it would be
so much fun to work with any of them.
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It’s a Mod, Mod Fall
     Relive the 60’s
For the First Time

E S S E N T I A L S

The hip and mod 1960’s were all over the fall runways and will soon be all over your TV screens

with the upcoming new series Pan Am and Playboy. We’ve put together a list of your mod Fall

essentials to help you stay ahead of the style curve.

Mod Waist

Drawing inspiration from mod styles, Stefano Pilati outfitted
this modern Yves Saint Laurent dress with a shiny patent
leather belt and a timeless houndstooth skirt. The dropped
waist speaks to the vintage style while the colorblock effect
brings it into the present.
Yves Saint Laurent Drop-Waist Dress, $2,375
(available for pre-order at neimanmarcus.com)
Neiman Marcus Galleria
2600 Post Oak Boulevard, Houston, TX 77056
713.621.7100, neimanmarcus.com

Who Is That Behind Those Shades?

Maybe you need to hide from the paparazzi, or catch a ride
on a Vespa. No matter what the situation, these oversized
plastic sunglasses with two-tone crinkle detailing around

the edges will be the perfect fit.
Alexander McQueen Sunglasses, $325

Saks Fifth Avenue Galleria
5115 Westheimer Rd. Houston, TX 77056

713.627.0500, saksfifthavenue.com

Mary Who?

You’ve never seen a Mary Jane shoe
quite like this! Prada has amped up the
traditional Mary Jane with a python
boot. Throw in a four-and-a-half inch
heel and distinctive silver hardware and
you have fashion to the extreme.
Made in Italy.
Prada Bi-Color Mary Jane Boot, $2,400
Neiman Marcus Galleria
2600 Post Oak Boulevard,
Houston, TX 77056
713.621.7100, neimanmarcus.com

Stop Bugging Me!

The Volkswagen Beetle hit its popularity prime in the 1960’s,
and the all-new 2012 Beetle could end up being just as
popular. The new car draws its inspiration from the original,

but has “manned up” a bit, with a more masculine,
aggressive exterior and definitely more growl

in the engine.
2012 Volkswagen Beetle, pricing TBD

volkswagen.com

Leaving on a Jet Plane

You might not know when you’ll be back again, but you
do know the traveling will be popping with ultra cool
luggage from Missoni for Target. Trust us—you will never
lose your luggage on the carousel again.
Missoni Travel Tote, $49.99
Missoni 21 Twister Carry-On
Luggage, $169.99
Target stores and target.com

In A Clutch

Perfect size, perfect style, perfectly Prada.
Colorblock (popular!) Saffiano leather with
vintage button detail, this cute clutch has
a zip around closure with two inside
pockets and leather lining.
Prada Saffiano Lux Square Clutch, $990
Saks Fifth Avenue Galleria
5115 Westheimer Rd. Houston, TX 77056
713.627.0500, saksfifthavenue.com

Pump You Up

Some classics never go out of style, they just keep
getting updated and to stay as hip as the day they were
first worn. Stella McCartney continues the freshening
trend with these faux patent leather mid-heel pumps
that are demure yet sophisticated.
Stella McCartney Pumps, $775
Saks Fifth Avenue Galleria
5115 Westheimer Rd. Houston, TX 77056
713.627.0500, saksfifthavenue.com

The style of the
1960s, the energy and excitement of the Jet Age and
a drama full of sexy entanglements deliciously mesh in a
thrilling and highly original new series, Pan Am, premiering
Sunday, September 25, on the ABC Television Network.
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YSL Muse Two
Cabas Handbag

Saks Fifth Avenue,
$2,295

Boy CHANEL
Classic Bag with F

Select CHANEL boutiques or
call 1.800.550.0005, $2900

Chloé Gabby Suede
& Leather Patchwork

Bucket Bag
Saks Fifth Avenue, $2,395

Valentino
Rockstud Dome

Satchel
Saks Fifth

Avenue, $2,875

Versace Black
Altea Embroidered

Vanitas Bag
Select Versace

boutiques or call
888,721.7219,

$2,750

Boy CHANEL
Large Tote Bag
Select CHANEL

boutiques or call
1.800.550.0005,

$3500Fendi Anna Patchwork
Calf Hair Flap Bag
Saks Fifth Avenue,

$2,390

Versace Python
Vanitas Bag

Select Versace
boutiques or call

888,721.7219,
$3,995
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Major Baggage

F A S H I O N

 Statement Handbags
       of the Season

For Fall 2011, the top fashion houses have released a collection of handbags worthy of envy and desire.

With bags consisting of rich exotic skins, Midas-touch gold studs, and sleek masculine hardware,

how can any self-respecting fashionista resist such gorgeous arm candy? And why try?
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Fall for Beauty
Time to Change Your Look
       With the Seasons

F A S H I O N

Fall means a whole new palette and skin care regimen from what you’ve been

doing all summer, and our friends at Sephora have put together some of the latest

makeup and skin care products to help you look your best. From Hello Kitty to

Eastern Opulence, there’s something for everyone this fall. Check out Sephora’s

HOT NOW report of the hottest products to covet every month at sephora.com.

Eyes

Crank it up to create major volume or
twist it down to tense its bristles for

sleek definition. This mascara from
Buxom features a unique brush

that changes with the turn of a
dial. When fully extended, the

brush volumizes lashes up
to 600%.

Buxom Amplified Lash
Mascara, $22

Sephora Exclusive

Hair

Straight was originally created
as a humidity blocker, but Living
Proof discovered it does way
more: apply it to wet or dry hair
to get—and keep—pin-straight
hair for days! Straight creates
sleek, smooth, shiny straight
hair without the use of oils,
resins, or silicons. It won’t build
up, repels dirt, and helps protect
against heat styling.
Living Proof Straight Spray, $17

Face

Inspired by the urban landscape, the designers at Hello Kitty
tagged this five-piece brush collection with edgy artwork to
inspire you to take risks with color. The set includes a face
brush, eyeshadow brush, shade/blender brush, angled
eyeliner brush, lip brush, and the collectible Hello Kitty brush
container.
Hello Kitty Graffiti 5-Piece Brush Set, $49
Sephora Exclusive

Eyes

This brilliant new
breakthrough is a top
coat for lashes—slick it
over mascara for a
high-shine finish. The
ultra-glossy, inky black
top coat creates length,
volume, and
showstopping shine.
Now you can transform
your eyes from workday
to cocktail hour, or
vamp up your look for
an extra kick of drama
any time you desire.
Hourglass Film Noir
Lash Lacquer, $28

Skin

The skincare specialists at Philosophy have developed an
industry first: a system that erases lines and dark spots
simultaneously using high-performance retinol and advanced
pigment inhibitors. The Miracle Worker Dark Spot Corrector
visibly improves the appearance of skin discoloration
associated with age spots, acne scarring, and sun damage.
The Miraculous Anti-Aging Ritinoid Solution pours over the
Antiaging Retinoid Pads before the first use, creating a fresh-
pour elixir to help diminish the look of wrinkles and skin
discoloration.
Philosophy Miracle Worker Dark Spot Correcting System, $80
Sephora Exclusive

Lips

Get color-drenched lips with
these unique high-gloss
lipsticks in a pencil. The special
formula delivers all the opaque,
saturated, high-impact color of
your favorite lipstick and an
arresting high-gloss finish in
one chubby pencil. Swipe one
on for intense color, superior
staying power, and a hydrating
shiny finish.
Urban Decay Super-Saturated
High Gloss Lip Color Pencils,
$19 each
Sephora Exclusive

Eyes

Infused with their lash-enhancing technology, this liner
from Peter Thomas Roth performs two tasks: defines
eyes and boosts lash fullness in two weeks. The liquid
liner includes SymPeptide™ to visibly enhance the
appearance of natural lash length, thickness, and fullness.
Peter Thomas Roth Lashes to Die For™ The Liner, $48

Collections

Take a magic carpet ride through Sephora’s Eastern Opulence Collection. Inspired
by rich jewel tones of the far east, this line combines lush colors, fabrics, and textures
to create the most exquisite makeup, accessories, and tools. From gorgeous henna-
inspired print cosmetic bags to a sparkling Moonshadow Baked Palette of Shadows,
this collection truly lives up to its name.
Sephora Eastern Opulence Collection, $5-$28
Sephora Exclusive
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Scents

Inspired by a Belgian artist, Stella McCartney’s resort collection
bloomed with botanical prints. These same patterns now
outfit her limited-edition perfume bottles, which make a
stylish addition to any fragrance or wardrobe.
Stella McCartney Stella It Dress Collection, $52 each
Sephora Exclusive
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The Peaceful Thai Alternative
for Off the Beaten Path Luxury

Rayavadee

T R A V E L

Situated in the heart of the stunning Phrangang Peninsular on the edge of

Krabi Marine National Park, Rayavadee is nestled discreetly amidst tropical

gardens and coconut groves against a backdrop of sheer cliffs, lush jungle

foliage, and the clear waters of the Andaman Sea.

by LEO SI PR AS

Rayavadee
81000 Krabi, Thailand
214 Moo 2
Tumbon Ao-Naong
Amphor Muang
66 75 620 7403
Off season rates extend
through the end of October.
rayavadee.com

Special Promotion

Rayavadee, Krabi and The
Sukhothai Bangkok have
launched the enchanting “City
of Angels – Land of The
Princess” combined city and
beach package, as a perfect
option for travelers looking to
experience Thailand’s vibrant
capital city with a few days of
relaxation in Krabi, Thailand’s
most stunning beach holiday
destination.

Enjoy a two-night stay at the
elegant Sukhothai, an enclave
of refined service, find dining
and sophisticated style at the
heart of Bangkok’s bustling
shopping and business
districts. Then continue the
adventure at Rayavadee,
where luxury meets nature on
Krabi’s stunning Phranang
Peninsula, offering a relaxing
alternative to the big city, with
gorgeous beaches and a lush,
tropical setting.

The offer is priced at 79,600++
Thai Baht (about $2,612) and
is valid through December 23,
2011. For more information or
to book a reservation, contact
reservation@rayavadee.com.

Located in Krabi province, the peaceful and serene Rayavadee Resort
features 98 two-story pavilions and 4 luxurious private villas spread over 26
acres, bordered by three pristine beaches. The resort’s award-winning
architecture blends with its natural surroundings to create a unique atmosphere
reminiscent of an idyllic southern Thai village. For those looking to enjoy
indoor-outdoor living in perfect privacy, the affordable Hydro-Pool Pavilions
are an excellent option. Each two-story pavilion features spacious
accomodations with an outdoor terrace and your own private freshwater
hydro-pool. The resort itself has a magnificent main pool, one of the most
beautiful we have ever seen. Choosing between the pool and the beaches
might be a tough decision.

Speaking of beaches, to some travellers spending the day lounging on
on a gorgeous beach might be considered a dream vacation. To others, it
would be a living hell. For more adventure-minded guests, Rayavadee offers
a vast array of recreational amenities that would keep even the most daring
vacationers entertained. The excursions go beyond ordinary tour offerings
(have you ever been on a Caribbean cruise?) to create memorable, personalized
experiences that put you in touch with the best the area has to offer. Whether
you are looking to escape to a deserted beach at sunset with that special
someone or spend the day with family and friends snorkeling over coral
reefs and exploring the beauty of the surrounding islands, the resort’s sea
and land excursions promise exhilarating adventure and beauty.

 The popular Phi Phi Island Discovery sea excursion will take you cruising
aboard one of the resort’s luxurious two-engine speedboats to this world-
renowned island destination. The lush foliage, hidden caves, and coral reefs
teeming with fish provide great opportunities to swim, snorkel, or just have
a picnic on the beach. If adventure is more your thing, Krabi’s limestone
cliffs are a rock climber’s paradise, drawing enthusiasts from around the world
looking for a challenge.

After so much excitement (or beach relaxation), enjoying an exquisite
meal surrounded by nature’s beauty might be just what you are looking for,
and Rayavadee offers several excellent dining options. The Grotto is just
what the name implies, as it is nestled under an ancient limestone cliff on
the edge of Phranang Beach. There you can enjoy a leisurely lunch or lose
yourself in the magic of a perfect sunset as you enjoy cocktails and light
snacks. For the ultimate dinner by the sea, your best choice is Krua Phranang,
where you take a moonlit stroll along a path to Phranang Beach for a
romantic, Thai meal. Enjoy a menu of classic Thai dishes and then retire to
the outdoor deck for cocktails and stargazing as the ocean waves break below
you on the shore.

For years, world travellers escaped to neighboring Phuket for rest and
relaxation. But now, those in-the-know are heading east to Rayavadee Krabi
for a truly idyllic lifestyle. At Rayavadee, you will find luxury, relaxation, and
a truly memorable experience that will draw you back again and again.

Getting to Rayavadee involves a short speedboat trip

The resort is located adjacent to Phranang Beach

Intricately carved columns in the Raya Dining restaurant

Happy Island

Lobby in the luxurious Sukhothai
Bangkok

Hydro-Pool Pavilion

    The resort itself has a magnificent
 main pool, one of the most beautiful
                        we have ever seen.
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    Famed Italian Fashion House
Brings Their Colorful Knits and More

Missoni for Target

F A S H I O N

Target has become very popular for the fashion-conscious shopper ever since they started

partnering with designers such as Isaac Mizrahi, Jean Paul Gaultier, and the late Alexander

McQueen. This month they team up with with Missoni, the iconic knitwear empire recognized

as a symbol of Italian luxury, to introduce an affordable, limited-edition collection for fashion

and home. Missoni for Target brings a rich heritage of signature prints and

patterns to apparel and accessories for women, men, girls and baby, as well

as home furnishings. Ranging in price from $2.99 to $599.99, with most

items less than $40, Missoni for Target will be available September 13

through October 22, 2011 at all Target stores and Target.com.

Vases:
Small Glass Vase, $29.99
Glass Votive, $9.99
Travel gear:
Weekender, $29.99
Valet, $29.99
Cosmetics Clutch, $9.99
Cosmetics Box, $16.99
Dinnerware:
4-pk. each of Stoneware
Salad Plates, $31.99
Dinner Plates, $34.99
Cereal Bowls, $29.99
Mugs, $29.99
Bicycle:
3-Speed Ladies’ Comfort Bike,
$399.99
Pillows:
Loops Toss Pillow, $29.99
Chevron Toss Pillow, $29.99
On her:
Sweater dress, $54.99
Hat, $24.99
Long Gloves, $19.99
Knit Clutch, $22.99
Space Dye Tights, $16.00
Ballet Flats, $29.99
(also shown
individually)

Some items will be
available only on
target.com.



Yellow Magazine Summer Party
Held at Mosaic on Hermann Park

Yellow Magazine held its Summer Party at
the beautiful Mosaic on Hermann Park with
more than 300 guests in attendance.
Models clad in bikinis designed by Premiere
Swimwear inspired onlookers as they
strolled throughout the crowded venue.
Delicious food was provided by Amazen
Chef Creations and beverages based on
Malibu Coconut Rum and Absolut Vodka,
along with Bud Light were the perfect
complements. The talented DJs from LG
Entertainment rounded out the festivities
with their repertoire of pulsating and
energetic tunes.

Andrea Tran, Julie Nguyen, Deborah Chung Paul Nguyen, Vy Le, Viet Hoang Kelli Colbert, Carrie Camero, Avery Burns

Photos by Mitchell Alexander
For more photos visit Malexphoto.ifp3.com

Models in Premiere Swimwear

Dr. Allen Lee, Joy Le, Michael Wu

Diana Vu, Lynda Doan,
Linh Nhat Ngo

Be Lon Nguyen, Mike Troung

Danny Nguyen, Nhulien Hope

Mimi Luong, Rich Lee Seresa Carpenter

Nguyen, Hanh Vo, Quang Thai, Jennifer Nguyen,
Joanna Huynh, Tommie Thai, Vu Nguyen



Dining Guide
Yellow Magazine’s featured restaurants

To have your restaurant featured in Yellow Magazine, or to recommend a restaurant
that you enjoy, please email the information to dining@yellowmags.com.

J A P A N E S E
Tokyo One
7465 W. Greens Rd., 281.955.8898
2938 W. Sam Houston S., 713.785.8899
Tokyo One is a sushi buffet restaurant, situated
in a fancy boat house with an outside deck. The
food is fresh and is constantly replenished.
Selections include: salads such as sea weed, beef,
squid, salmon and watercress. Sushi includes a
variety of rolls and sashimi.

Zushi Japanese Cuisine
5900 Memorial Dr., 713.861.5588
Zushi serves extremely fresh and high quality
sushi. Stand out items are the sashimi appetizers
served with perfectly paired sauces or any one
of the many house specialty rolls.

Uptown Sushi
1131 Uptown Park Blvd. #14 713.871.1200
Uptown Sushi personifies an upscale sushi
restaurant located near the Galleria in the swanky
Uptown Park Plaza. The menu offers Japanese
fusion dishes and a great selection of high-end
sashimi and sushi. Side note: Uptown Sushi has
“off-the-menu” specialty rolls served daily!

C H I N E S E
Auntie Chang’s
2621 South Shepherd #290, 713.524.8410
Auntie Chang’s offers the most flavorful home-
style Chinese cuisine around. Although known
for their dumplings, any of your favorite classic
Chinese dishes are done extremely well.

Hong Kong Food Street
9750 Bellaire Blvd., 713.981.9888
Peking duck and roasted pork hang from cleavers
in a front window display giving a Hong Kong
street market feel. In addition, the menu is
divided into sections including Seafood, Hot Pot,
Special Stir Fry, Sizzling and Chef Specials.

San Dong Noodle House
9938-F Bellaire Blvd., 713.271.3945
Authentic hand pulled Chinese noodle dishes are
served at a reasonable price. A few favorites
include the Roast Beef Noodle soup served in a
beef broth accented by ginger and soy, or the oh
so addicting pan fried dumplings.

Sinh Sinh
9788 Bellaire Blvd., 713.541.0888
The seafood at Sinh Sinh is quite exciting
because everything served comes from live tanks.
Prawns, Australian king lobster, King crabs, Coral
Leopard trout, Surf clams, Geoduck clams, Trunk
clams, Elephant clams, etc…are all featured as
live seafood.

T H A I
Thai Spice
8282 Bellaire Blvd. 713.777.4888
Thai Spice on Bellaire is a foodies dream. It’s a
casual place that serves Thai dishes you won’t
find anywhere else in Houston, with a huge
selection of interesting, rare, tasty dishes at
excellent prices. A must have is the whole fried
tilapia with hot and sour dipping sauce and
papaya salad and Tom Yum soup.

Nit Noi
6700 Woodway Pkwy., Suite 580
281.597.8200
Nit Noi means “a little bit” and Thai food lovers
pack Nit Noi restaurants and cafes all around
Houston. Nit Noi will always be known for their
Pad Thai, but other must try dishes include
PadThai Korat (flat noodles stir-fried with
chicken, pork or shrimp with vegetables) and
Tom Yum Goong (spicy and sour shrimp soup).

Tony Thai
10613 Bellaire Blvd., 281.495.1711
A sophisticated approach to traditional Thai
cuisine, Tony’s executes with perfect balance
and pizzazz. Tony’s Wings, wet or dry, and the
Steamed Mussels are popular appetizers. For
the main course try the Basil Lamb, Garlic
Salmon or the Steamed Fish with Chili.

I N D I A N
Kiran’s Restaurant
4100 Westheimer Rd. #151, 713.960.8472
This northern Indian style restaurant embodies
a fusion approach to its cuisine. With a focus on
well balanced flavors rather than spice, the Flaky
Halibut Swimming in Watermelon Curry sauce
and the Tandoori Platter typify this perfectly.

V I E T N A M E S E
Kim Son Restaurants
2001 Jefferson (and other locations),
713.222.2461
The menu is the most imposing part of this casual,
highly regarded landmark Vietnamese restaurant. 
There are no poor choices among the 100 or so
options. Enjoy finely prepared delicacies as well
as the expected fare, such as the pork vermicelli
and  fried eggroll. Must try is their black pepper
softshell crab. Special event facilities available.

Saigon Poglac
5176 Buffalo Speedway, 713.664.7303
Trendy yet elegant, Saigon Poglac delivers top notch
Vietnamese cuisine at reasonable lunch prices and
a stellar dinner menu. The lounge works perfectly
for those who want a less formal dining experience
but still want to enjoy quality food.

Mo Mong
1201 Westheimer Rd. #B, 713.524.5664
This Trendy Montrose establishment has a great
lunch crowd as well as a packed martini night
on Wednesdays. But the real draw is the food-
traditional family recipes mixed in with some
tasty modern dishes. Must try items include the
Mango Spring Rolls, Shrimp and Avocado Spring
Roll, Volcano Chicken, and the Bo Luc Lac.

C O N T I N E N T A L
Voice Restaurant & Lounge
Hotel Icon, 220 Main, 832.667.4470
The impressive décor has thoughtfully
transformed the space of an old bank lobby into
a warm cozy and elegant dining area. Try the
Mushroom Soup “Cappucino”, reduction of
garlic, onion, crimini mushrooms topped with
frothy truffle foam, and the Bryan Farms Roast
Chicken, a free range and 100% corn fed chicken.

Colombe d’Or Restaurant and Hotel
3410 Montrose Blvd. 713.524.7999
Built in 1923 and originally the mansion of
Walter Fondren, one of the founders of Humble
Oil, Colombe d’Or Hotel is considered a Texas
historical landmark. Featuring French and
Continental fare, we recommend the Carre
d’Agneau, individual rack of baby lamb grilled
with natural herbs and red wine sauce.

Reserve your Marketplace ad today!

Call 832.778.4530

by PH I LI P CU ISIM ANOFall Wine Fashions!

W I N E

The Weather May Be Cooling,
But Wine Season is Heating Up

September heralds the start of the “Wine Season”, as the
period from October through December is the most important
quarter of the year for wine consumption. With this in mind,
let’s gather round the cat walk and preview the upcoming
Wine Fashion Season, and allow me to predict which trends
will be “in” and which may be “out”.

Sparkling Wine
These are always “haute fashion”. The wines are elegant,

delicious, go with all types of cuisine and are just wonderful
by themselves. There is a wide variety to select from along
with a range of prices to fit any budget. Particularly stylish
this fall will be Prosecco.

South American Wine
South American wines offer great quality and represent

fine values but seem to have hit the proverbial wall. The big
stumbling block is that so many of these offerings do not
improve in the glass. Thus, these wines are not creating as
much buzz as they have in the past.

California Wine
What can I say? Home grown, great quality, tremendous

variety and priced to sell. Californian wine is never out of
style; a true “no brainer”.

Italian Wine
Here is another category that is perennially “alla moda”.

Italy produces more varieties of wine than any other nation
and the offerings ooze character and personality. Finally, these
wines have the propensity to enhance food to a degree few
others can match.

French Wine
Wines from France always imbue an aura of romance and

style but their popularity is thinning. The best wines are
difficult to acquire and the costs prohibitive. Of course,
Champagne is always tres chic.

Wines Priced Under $20.00
When the recession started, distributors and retailers

predicted that the consumer would demand less expensive
wines and that the ceiling would be under $20.00 retail. How
much of this was a self-fulfilling prophecy I cannot say but it
is my opinion that the market did over-react (even though sales
of some of the most expensive wines did plummet). This season,
consumers, always subservient to their palates, will make buying
decisions not so much based on price but more so on quality.

Wine of the Season
This could be the year for Riesling, as this terrific white

wine is making a strong comeback. Wines produced from the
Riesling grape offer gobs of charm with their luscious, fruity
flavors and great acidity. The best Rieslings come from Germany,
but California, Washington, and Oregon also do a great job
with this variety. Keep in mind that a good Riesling can pair
well with both turkey and ham.

Time will tell if my fashion predictions pan out, but keep
in mind that the trends that develop during the last quarter
of this year will set the table for 2012.

Wines available at Spec's Wines, Spirits, & Finer Foods, various
locations. Visit specsonline.com for the store nearest you.

Wine of the month

Santa Barbara Winery Riesling, Lafond Vineyards 2009
This is a fine rendition of Riesling from California’s Central
Coast. The fruit is bright and refreshing with notes of pear
and peaches kissed with a spritz of citrus in a medium-
body structured by firm levels of acidity. The winery
describes this bottle as “Off Dry” indicating that this is not
as sweet as other types of Riesling. In any case, this wine
is yummy and will go well with spicier dishes and is just
fun by itself. $19.50

This could be the year for Riesling,
        as this terrific white wine is
     making a strong comeback.




